Wisdom and Destiny

things seemed to him the sum of a
human destiny; whereby he did but prove
that he knew not what destiny was.
And, in the first place, why this disdain
of to-day? To disdain to-day is to
prove that yesterday has been misunder-
stood. To disdain to-day is to declare
oneself a stranger, and what can you hope
to do in a world where you shall ever
pass as a stranger? To-day has this
advantage over yesterday, that it exists
and was made for us. Be to-day what
it will, it has wider knowledge than
yesterday; and by that alone does it
become more beautiful, and vaster. Why
should we think that the woman I speak
of would have known a more brilliant
destiny in Venice, Florence, or Rome ?
Her presence might have been sought at
magnificent festival, and her beauty have
found a fitting surrounding in exquisite

landscape.    She   might have had princes
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